
Thank You for Supporting Wildlife Conservation
The funds you raise for the 2019 Wild Run will support the Calgary Zoo’s burrowing 
owl head-starting program. This guide will give you a place to start and key points to 
talk about our conservation work.

Wild Run 2019 Fundraising Guide

The Calgary Zoo
The Calgary Zoo is a globally recognized 
conservation organization that guides, 
innovates, and applies scientific solutions to 
restore some of the world’s most endangered 
species. Locally and globally we take action in 
the wild every day to yield powerful benefits for 
nature and for people. We are a not-for-profit 
charitable conservation organization that works 
to fight extinction of plants and animals 
worldwide.  

The Conservation Challenge
•The rate of species extinction is increasing, 
habitats are disappearing and the pressure of 
human consumption on the planet continues to 
grow. 
•The current rate of species extinction is 
estimated to be 100 to 1000 times the natural 
rate.
•Canada is home to 171 species at-risk of 
extinction listed on the IUCN RedList.



Why Should I care?
Species are interconnected and play 
important roles in their ecosystems. 
We depend on healthy ecosystems for 
the food, fresh water, medicine and raw 
materials we need to survive. 
Ecosystems and the species within them 
also regulate climate, air quality, and 
water. Certain species provide essential 
services, like pollination and nutrient 
cycling. We have a responsibility to 
balance our needs with those of other 
species. Today the primary threats to 
wildlife are the result of human actions.

Burrowing Owl Head-starting Program
The Calgary Zoo is working with partners to boost the wild burrowing owl population 
using a technique called head-starting. Young owls are brought into captvity until 
they are old enough to better their chance of surviving before being released in the 
wild.

Our Conservation Work
•In 2018, we invested $4.4 million in 
couservation programs in Canada and globally.
•Each year, we invest $1.7 million towards 
curriculum and conservation-based education 
programs for our 1.4 million visitors (including 
65, 000 school kids.)
•Of the 130 species who call the zoo home, 36 
are at risk of extinction nationally or globally.



Putting your Support to Work
Your contributions will directly contribute to conserving 
burrowing owls in the wild.

$25 pays for genetic analysis to 
determine whether an owl is male 
or female.

$50 buys 30 feeder mice to 
supplement head-started pairs, so 
they can provide their owlets with 
the food they need to survive.

$175 pays for carriers to safely 
transport burrowing owls in the 
field.

$400 pays for binoculars, which 
allow researchers to observe 
burrowing owls from a distance.



Fundraising Tips
•Create a profile page with Run Calgary 
•Share Run Calgary’s social media posts – let your friends and family 
know you are raising funds to save these amazing creatures
•Set a goal and challenge other participants to a friendly competition
•Sell some sweet treats - Bake sale, lemonade stand
•Garage sale –declutter for a good cause 
•Very simply – Ask. People will surprise you. 
•Don’t forget to thank your supporters. A little thank you note after the run 
will go a long way, especially if you plan to ask again next year.
•Lastly but most important – HAVE FUN! 

Double Your Impact!
Many organizations will match their employee’s giving. A few that we know of are: 
Cenovus, Shaw Communications, Sun Life Financial, Suncor, Royal Bank, Bell 
Canada, TransCanada, Aviva, Bayer Canada Inc., and KPMG LLP.

The Calgary Zoological Society
1300 Zoo Road NE, Calgary, Alberta
Canada, T2E 7V6

Website
calgaryzoo.com

For additional information, please contact:
Stacey Smith
Senior Development Officer, Annual Giving
staceys@calgaryzoo.com
403-232-7729

$750 buys a remote camera to 
monitor head-started owls and 
their offspring at release nests.


